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Amazing Grace: The Grace of God in Sanctification 
 

Part 2 

No man has all the answers, but we have what has all the answers – God’s Word. The more thorough 

our consideration of His Word the more accurate our understanding of it will be. Let’s press on together. 

The modern approach to Sanctification has been primarily focused on Progressive (Dynamic) 

Sanctification to the neglect, at times, of the important and essential teaching of the Scriptures on 

Positional (Definitive) Sanctification. Some, through the course of studying the Word of God, have taken 

notice that the once-for-all uses of this word in its various forms and taken up another imbalance. 

You have those who deny Christian duty. With an important acknowledgment of Christ complete and 

finished work on our behalf they struggle to reconcile how we could still be under obligation. The 

recognition that we are no longer under ‘the law’ but ‘under grace’ (Rom. 6:14) coupled with 

acknowledging that we are still ‘not outside the law of God, but under the law of Christ’ (1 Cor. 9:21) 

they define this under grace-law of Christ as ‘love’. They are accused of being ‘antinomian’ (without law) 

but claim this is false because they have a law of Christ/love. Yet with their denial of duty and eschewing 

of Christian responsibility to lovingly pursue personal holiness striving for obedience to all of the 

commandments of Christ in the Scripture – whatever title or name they are called by – there is crucial 

overlooking of biblical instruction and as such can be detrimental to the development of conduct that 

conforms to Christ. 

On the other side you have those who, without a deep rooted understanding of the justification and 

definitive positional sanctification that is ours in Christ, develop a performance-based Christianity. This 

imbalance focus on Christian duty can lead on the one hand to self-righteousness and or the other to a 

since of guilt, doubt and discouragement. 

The common answer is that we must seek a biblical balance and not overemphasis one biblical truth to 

the exclusion of another. Others will say “because of our performance based tendencies we need to 

place more emphasis on Christ’s finished work rather than on the Christian’s present works.” While 

others will say that “without a greater emphasis on what we must do – Christians will become 

complacent in their seeking and serving God”. So everyone has a biblical, spiritual and godly sounding 

reason for their own preferred focus. My approach is not a call to be careful not to overemphasize 

either Scriptural teaching, but a call to overemphasize both! We can’t speak too much about what Christ 

has done for us nor can we speak too much about with we are called, indeed commanded, to do in and 

by Christ. For the preacher/teacher, it will mean that if the ‘text’ under consideration today speaks 

commands we call for obedience to Christ. If the ‘text’ is setting forth the glorious accomplishments, 

person and work of Christ I declare that. Some feel they want preaching that declares Christ and does 

not tell them what to do. Others feel that unless they have been told what to do then the sermon has 

lacked practical application and benefit. It just seems people are hard to please – so here is a plan. 

Preach the Word to please God. If we preach through the Scriptures and are faithful to the revelation of 

each passage then we will leave the balance to God’s Word not trusting our assessment of what is most 

needed or bending to others opinions. Let’s hold ourselves to God’s Word and rejoice in its complete 

instruction. 
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Amazing Grace: The Grace of God in Sanctification 
 

Now before we consider Dynamic/Progressive Sanctification in is important that we understand that our 

acceptance with God is based on Christ’s work. Not only ours, but everyone. Any and all acceptance with 

God in wholly because of Christ! No person in any way contributed any part in being reconciled to God.   

In Jerry Bridges more recent writings he declares the importance of “Gospel-Driven Sanctification”. 

There is much to commend in what he is teaching. Since the more common notion of “the Gospel” is 

calling sinners to repentance and faith in Christ and that is not what Jerry is talking about I prefer to use 

the term Christ-Immersed Sanctification. At all points I live and abide in the blessings and benefits that 

are mine in Christ. When endeavoring for active obedience it is to Christ in love and that He might be 

glorified in me.  Jerry Bridges has observed through his years in ministry 3 common categories of the 

performance-based approaches. Consider the following excerpt. 

As I see it, the Christian community is largely a performance-based culture today. And the more 

deeply committed we are to following Jesus, the more deeply ingrained the performance mindset 

is. We think we earn God's blessing or forfeit it by how well we live the Christian life. 

Most Christians have a baseline of acceptable performance by which they gauge their acceptance 

by God. For many, this baseline is no more than regular church attendance and the avoidance of 

major sins. Such Christians are often characterized by some degree of self-righteousness. After 

all, they don't indulge in the major sins we see happening around us. Such Christians would not 

think they need the gospel anymore. They would say the gospel is only for sinners. 

For committed Christians, the baseline is much higher. It includes regular practice of spiritual 

disciplines, obedience to God's Word, and involvement in some form of ministry. Here again, if 

we focus on outward behavior, many score fairly well. But these Christians are even more 

vulnerable to self-righteousness, for they can look down their spiritual noses not only at the sinful 

society around them but even at other believers who are not as committed as they are. These 

Christians don't need the gospel either. For them, Christian growth means more discipline and 

more commitment. 

Then there is a third group. The baseline of this group includes more than the outward 

performance of disciplines, obedience, and ministry. These Christians also recognize the need to 

deal with sins of the heart like a critical spirit, pride, selfishness, envy, resentment, and anxiety. 

They see their inconsistency in having their quiet times, their failure to witness at every 

opportunity, and their frequent failures in dealing with sins of the heart. This group of Christians 

is far more likely to be plagued by a sense of guilt because group members have not met their 

own expectations. And because they think God's acceptance of them is based on their 

performance, they have little joy in their Christian lives. For them, life is like a treadmill on 

which they keep slipping farther and farther behind. This group needs the gospel [more accurately 

to keep fresh in their minds all that they have and are in Christ], but they don't realize it is for 

them. I know, because I was in this group. (Gospel-Driven Sanctification by Jerry Bridges, © 

2003, Modern Reformation Magazine (May / June Issue, Vol. 12.3). 

The answer to the above is not a utter abandonment of disciplines, commitment and obedience. It is not 

an approach that says unless I want to do it or can do it joyfully then I won’t. Self-denial and sacrificial 

service are good things. They don’t gain you acceptance with God, Christ alone does that, but such are 

nonetheless pleasing to Him. (Hebrews 13:16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 

such sacrifices are pleasing to God). It is good to aim to please Him at all times and places (2 Cor. 

5:9).  
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Before launching to a consideration of our active role [though not independent] in the in 

dynamic/progressive sanctification it is important the we understand the effects of God’s grace 

poured out on us when by His Spirit working faith and repentance in us through the Gospel of 

Christ. God’s Word is very clear about to natural ‘total depravity’ and ‘inability’ of men to obey 

or please God (Rom. 8:7-8 and many more seen in previous studies). Sometimes this good 

theology regarding the unregenerate is unwittingly carried with us into our view of the Christian 

life. But once we are ‘made alive in Christ’ we ‘are a new creation’ we are no longer “live 

according to the flesh” but no “live according to the Spirit” the grace that saves also transforms 

and trains us. With renewed wills, hearts, minds we are now able to and surely will commit 

ourselves to active obedience to Christ.  To begin to challenge and instruct us consider the 

following: 

Ephesians 2:4-10  
4
 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 

us,  
5
 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ- by grace 

you have been saved-…
8
 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God,  
9
 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

10
 For we are 

his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them. (walk “active”) 

2 Corinthians 5:17-18   
17

 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come.  
18

 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 

us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 

Ezekiel 36:26-27   
26

 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And 

I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  
27

 And I will put 

my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 

Romans 8:5   
5
 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 

flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 

Romans 8:9   
9
 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

1 Peter 1:2  
2
 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the 

Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be 

multiplied to you. 

Titus 2:11-15   
11

 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,  
12

 

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, 

and godly lives in the present age,  
13

 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 

our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  
14

 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 

works.  
15

 Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you. 
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James 4:8   
8
 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

1 Peter 1:22-23   
22

 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere 

brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,  
23

 since you have been born again, 

not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;… 

Hebrews 10:14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 

sanctified. (being sanctified – present participle - ongoing) 

 

2 Timothy 2:21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a 

vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every 

good work. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 

your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

2 Corinthians 7:1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 

defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 

1 Thessalonians 4:4-5   
4
 that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness 

and honor,  
5
 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 

1 Thessalonians 4:7-8   
7
 For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness.  

8
 Therefore 

whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 

1 Thessalonians 4:9-10   
9
 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write 

to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another,  
10

 for that indeed is 

what you are doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do 

this more and more, 

Hebrews 12:14  
14

 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness [a`giasmo,n sanctification 

NASV] without which no one will see the Lord. 

2 Peter 3:11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be 

in lives of holiness and godliness, 
 

John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 

bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. John 15:8 By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. John 15:10-11  
10

 If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments 

and abide in his love.  
11

 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be full. John 15:14   
14

 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

 

1 John 3:24   
24

 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this 

we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.  


